
Greenville & Western 
GP9 at Belton, S.C., is 
a rare shortline diesel 
in the 21st century!

SHORTLINE POWER!
Locomotives for the little guys

Rock Island 
survivor
is A-OK
Sandersville 
carries kaolin 
and more 
Western 
New York & 
Pennsylvania’s 
big challenge

MAP: Southern Pacific routes today
Slippery slope of friction control

PLUS

SHORTLINE & REGIONAL SPECIAL

THE magazine of railroading

www.TrainsMag.com • June 2012

>>IN THE 
NEWS 
Canadian 
Pacific 
fights for 
its life
NS heritage 
units hit 
the road! 



FROM THE EDITOR

Subscription rate: single copy: $5.95 US.: 1 year (12 issues) $42.95; 2 
years (24 issues) $79.95; 3 years (36 issues) $114.95. Canadian: 1 year 
$52.95; 2 years $97.95; 3 years $137.95. International: 1 year $57.95; 
2 years $109.95; 3 years $159.95. Payable in U.S. funds drawn on U.S. 
bank (Canadian price includes GST) BN 12271 3209RT. Expedited De-
livery Service Surcharges: Domestic First Class: $30.00/yr.; Canadian 
Air: $30.00/yr.; International Air: $60.00/yr. ©2012 Kalmbach Publish-
ing Co. Any publication, reproduction, or use without express permis-
sion in writing of any text, illustration, or photographic content in any 
manner is prohibited except for inclusion of brief quotations when 
credit is given. Title registered as trademark. TRAINS assumes no re-
sponsibility for the safe return of unsolicited photos, artwork, or manu-
scripts. Acceptable photos are paid for upon publication. Photos to be 
returned must include return postage. Feature articles are paid for 
upon acceptance. For information about submitting photos or articles, 
see Contributor Guidelines at www.TrainsMag.com. Printed in U.S.A. All 
rights reserved. Member, Audit Bureau of Circulations.

Ed itor  James G. “Jim” Wrinn
Art d irEctor  Thomas G. Danneman

MAnAg ing Ed itor  Kathi Kube
SEn ior Ed itor  Matt Van Hattem

ASS iStAnt Ed itor  Angela Pusztai-Pasternak
Ed itor iAl ASS iStAnt  Diane Laska-Swanke

SEn ior gr Aph ic dES ignEr  Scott Krall
gr Aph ic dES ignEr  Drew Halverson

i lluStr Ator  Rick Johnson
i lluStr Ator  Jay W. Smith

l ibr Ar iAn  Thomas Hoffmann
coluMniStS

Fred Frailey, Don Phillips
corrESpondEntS

Roy Blanchard, Michael W. Blaszak, Steve Glischinski,  
John Gruber, Chris Guss, Peter Hansen,  

Scott A. Hartley, Bob Johnston, David Lustig, 
Tom Murray, Eric Powell, Dan Ranger, Curt Richards 

contribut ing i lluStr Ator  Bill Metzger
publ iShEr  Diane M. Bacha

cuStoMEr SErv icE
phone: (800) 533-6644

Outside the U.S. and Canada: (262) 796-8776, ext. 421
e-mail: customerservice@kalmbach.com

fax: (262) 796-1615
Please include your name, mailing address and 

telephone number with any correspondence
AdvErt iS ing SAlES

phone: (888) 558-1544, ext. 625
e-mail: adsales@trainsmag.com

fax: (262) 796-0126
Ed itor iAl

phone: (262) 796-8776
e-mail: editor@trainsmag.com

fax: (262) 798-6468
P.O. Box 1612

Waukesha, WI 53187-1612
SEll ing tr A inS MAgA z inE or productS in your StorE:

phone: 800-558-1544, press 3
Outside U.S. and Canada: 262-796-8776, ext. 818

fax: 262-798-6592
email: tss@kalmbach.com

website: www.Retailers.Kalmbach.com
tr A inS hoME pAgE

www.TrainsMag.com

K AlMbAch publ iSh ing co.

prES idEnt  Gerald B. Boettcher
ExEcut ivE v icE prES idEnt  Charles R. Croft
v icE prES idEnt, Ed itor iAl  Kevin P. Keefe

v icE prES idEnt, AdvErt iS ing  Scott Stollberg
v icE prES idEnt, MArKEt ing  Daniel R. Lance

corpor AtE Art d irEctor  Maureen M. Schimmel
MAnAg ing Art d irEctor  Michael Soliday

corpor AtE c ircul At ion d irEctor  Michael Barbee
group c ircul At ion MAnAgEr  Kathy Steele
circul At ion coordinAtor  Maggie Sketch

S inglE copy SAlES d irEctor  Jerry Burstein
AdvErt iS ing SAlES MAnAgEr  Mike Yuhas

Ad SErv icES rEprESEntAt ivE  Mike Lamoureux
product ion SupErv iSor  Helene Tsigistras

product ion coordinAtor  Sue Hollinger-Yustus

FoundEr
A.C. Kalmbach, 1910-1981≠≠

JIM WRINN

editor@trainsmag.com

First, here’s the tale about our cover lo-
comotive this month, Greenville & West-
ern GP9 No. 3751 and the 1-year-old son 
of G&W President Steven Hawkins. When 
Hawkins bought the Baltimore & Ohio 
unit, he and his wife, Cheryl, the compa-
ny’s secretary and treasurer, wanted to 
give it a number with meaning. They let 
their minds wander. And here’s how they 
derived the number: Steven was 37, Cheryl 
was born in 1975, and their son, Harrison, 
was 1. Thus, 37 + ’75 + 1 = 3751. 

When they purchased a second unit, 
they saw logic in numbering it 3752 but, 
Steven says, “that led to speculation on the 
part of friends and family who knew the 
story behind 3751 that we must be having 
a second child.” They denied it, of course 
... that is until a second son, Spencer, came 
along in 2009! So, the kids have engines. 

When No. 3752 got fresh paint in fall 
2011, the Hawkins clan added the name 
“Spencer” and plan to letter 3751 “Harri-
son” when it is repainted this year. What a 
nice tradition for a family-owned railroad. 

My good friend Todd Hunter, market-
ing director at North Shore Railroads in 
Pennsylvania, alerted me to another nam-
ing story, this one on his railroad.

Earlier this year, the Juniatia Valley 
Railroad named SW9 No. 2106 for the late 
James E. Miller, the first general manager 
of that shortline. 

Miller also was the first general manag-
er of another North Shore family railroad, 
the Nittany & Bald Eagle, and he was the 
last general manager of Pennsylvania’s leg-
endary Bellefonte Central, which closed in 
1984. During a 41-year career that started 
in 1969 at Bellefonte Central, Miller never 
had an injury, and he was known for put-
ting a shine on the engines he managed. 
He died in December 2010, but his name 
lives on, and now every time the 2106 
makes a run, so will Jim Miller. 

When shortline units have names
Named locomotives are a rarity on railroads, large and 
small. But two named shortline locomotives have stories 
worth sharing: one is about a little tyke named Harrison 
on a family-run line and the other is about a fallen local 
hero whose name will live at his Pennsylvania railroad. 

Jim Miller with Juniata valley SW9 no. 
2106. today, the pennsylvania shortline 
unit bears his name. Todd Hunter 
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